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CITY SOPHISTICATION AND A VERY CLEVER USE OF  

SPACE COME TOGETHER IN THE FAMILY HOME  
  OF INTERIOR DESIGNER VICTORIA WATERS
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HOUSE

A TOUCH OF CLASS Despite it’s 
less-than-large proportions, interior 
designer Victoria Waters and her husband 
Richard’s living room of their Sydney 
home stylistically punches way above it’s 
weight with an array of stunning fixtures, 
elegant finishes and carefully curated 
vignettes inviting guests to stay awhile. 
The focus in here is the fireplace, now 
home to a Jetmaster gas wonder. The 
surround was originally raw wood, but  
was painted in Dulux Vivid White to 
provide the perfect spot for beautiful 
Sandberg ‘Elton’ wallpaper from Ascraft. 
“I wanted something dramatic and 
metallic,” says Victoria. A sunburst mirror 
from Meizai ups the glamour quotient, 
while mirror-backed cabinetry on either 
side provides a playground for Victoria  
to display her beautiful pieces, including 
family photos of her twins, Mac (pictured 
opposite, with Macy the spoodle) and Isla, 
books and a selection of hand-blown glass 
objects she has collected on her travels. >
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Layers of glamour abound in the inner eastern Sydney home 
of interior designer Victoria Waters (pictured opposite), 
which she shares with her husband, Richard, and their 
nearly two-year-old twins, Mac and Isla. From the glam 
chandeliers in each room – “I even have one in my laundry,” 

says Victoria – to the luxe silver-toned wallpapers and glittering 
mirrors, evidence of her love of old-style Hollywood is everywhere. 

It’s not quite the look Richard, a merino farmer and management 
consultant who works on his Goulburn farm two days a week,  
grew up with, but according to Victoria, he is quite accustomed  
to what he describes as the home’s ‘slick’ look. But there’s one thing 
that’s taken a little more getting used to. “I had Macy [the family’s 
spoodle] before I met him and Richard comes from a farm where dogs 
do not go in the house,” says Victoria. “Now, he has this precious  
little puppy – who thinks she’s human – that comes in and props  
herself up on our bed. That was quite a transition for him.”

Victoria bought the compact, perfectly positioned two-bedroom 
terrace seven years ago and gradually made her chic mark on the home. 
“It was a bit of a shell but we didn’t have to do anything structural,” 
she recalls. “I just had to add my touch to make it my own.” Intent  
on preserving the charm, Victoria evolved the look into what it is today, 
being careful to recapture the home’s essence and brighten it with lovely 
warm greys, white trims, sprinkles of aqua (Victoria’s favourite colour) 
and traditional-look, space-enhancing joinery. “I love a house  
with character, so rather than trying to put in modern features, I love 
to work with what’s there and bring it back a bit,” she says.

Yet when Victoria is in charge of the interiors, expect a quirky twist. 
For this designer, there is one thing every room needs: a bit of drama. 
“When you walk into a room, the first wall you see should be your 
focal point,” she says. “That’s the wow-factor wall.” Victoria’s evergreen 
choices for drama? Fabulous wallpaper, plus those chandeliers. And 
there are the other key perennial standouts – substantial mirrors that 
resonate light and large-scale artwork, even in a small space.  
“I’m big on oversized artwork, mirrors and rugs,” says Victoria.

While the scale of the couple’s endearing home was perfect for  
them – and Macy – on their own, with Mac and Isla now fully mobile, 
they are now set to move to a house with a yard and a new canvas for 
Victoria to work on. However, this warm and welcoming home will 
always have a place in the family’s heart. “It’s a sentimental home  
for us,” says Victoria. “But I think we’re ready for our next stage.”

KITCHEN
Isla, Mac and Richard (pictured 
right) enjoy morning tea on the 
much-used Caesarstone benchtop 
(try Snow for a similar look) that 
sits under an elegant ‘Oregon 4 
Light’ pendant (opposite) from 
Lode International, available at 
Northern Lighting. The existing 
2-pac white cabinetry was updated 
with chrome handles from Artia 
and a new glass aqua splashback  
– Dulux Pale Icelandish Quarter  
is a good match – is the only hint  
of colour. As the couple love to 
cook, a fabulous Delonghi 900mm 
gas oven built for a crowd was  
a must-have. A trio of white Thonet 
‘No 18’ barstools at the kitchen 

bench are mirrored by the set of 
‘No 14 Vienna’ chairs surrounding 
the Knoll dining table.

DINING ROOM
A very sociable round Carrara 
marble-topped Knoll ‘Saarinen’  
table (top) was bought before  
the twins arrived, but according  
to Victoria, the choice has been  
a winner. “It’s actually been 
fantastic for kids because it’s  
really hardwearing and easy to  
wipe down,” she says. A graphic 
supersized painting of an iconic 
Bally poster Victoria picked up  
in Thailand fills the wall space  
and provides a contrast to the 
all-white scheme. >

“MY STYLE IS VERY classic, BUT I DO  
LIKE TO ADD A BIT OF INTEREST WITH  

SOME quirky THINGS” ~ VICTORIA

PAINT
Wash & Wear Barrier 

Technology in  
Grey Pebble,  

$71.90/4L, Dulux.
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MAIN BEDROOM “I love beautiful hotels and that’s the feeling I wanted  
to create when you walk into our bedroom,” says Victoria, who certainly 
achieved five-star appeal with super-sized features and chic textural hues. 
Light and lusciousness dance around this room thanks to two mirrored panels 
on either side of the bed, while an oversized bedhead– for similar, try Temple 
& Webster – drinks in the room’s high ceilings. Elegant Mo & Co chrome 
lamps from Lightstyle round out the luxurious proportions. A requisite 
chandelier hangs overhead – this one, the Marie Theresa ‘5-light Crystal’ 
fixture from Chandeliers To Die For – while graphic wallpaper surrounds  
the reconditioned fireplace to echo the lounge room. Elegant bedlinen, 
including Linen & Moore ‘Stream’ Grey sheets with matching pillowcases  
and a duvet cover from Pottery Barn completes the sumptuous look.

BATHROOM
“It’s all in the details,” says Victoria 
of her over-arching approach to her 
classic yet contemporary designs. 
A gloriously large freestanding 
Kado ‘Lure 1760 Oval’ bath is fit  
for the twins at bath time, and Bed 
Bath N’ Table towels complement 
the sophisticated look. >

“I DON’T THINK  just because YOU HAVE A SMALL ROOM YOU NEED  
TO HAVE SMALL PIECES. I ACTUALLY THINK IT’S THE opposite. YOU  

NEED bigger PIECES TO MAKE THE ROOM FEEL MORE GRAND” ~ VICTORIA

WE LOVE...

revamped features 
Rather than completely 

reconstruct the bathroom, Victoria 
has simply made stylish updates 

to original features and added 
complementary fixtures for the 
existing monochromatic floor 

tiles. The spacious room allowed 
for dual top mount Kartell By 

Laufen ‘420 Round’ washbasins 
from Reece to be a glamorous 

possibility, with a marble 
benchtop and pretty new handles 

revitalising the existing vanity.
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ISLA & MAC’S BEDROOM
Pretty touches, a lush woollen 
carpet and artworks with meaning 
make Isla and Mac’s bedroom  
a charming mix of elegance and 
loveliness. The twins’ Leander cots, 
dressed in Pottery Barn quilts and 
linen are in waving distance from 
each other and fit the grown-up 
aesthetic – the space was originally 
an office/guest room. But, Victoria 
knows that this look might not last 
forever. “I think you have to allow 
children their own personalities  
in their rooms,” says the interior 
designer. An artwork by Victoria’s 
very clever niece and goddaughter 
Ruby Weir – a self-portrait of 
written words – takes a special 
place on the wall while a beautiful 
silver–gilted mirror reflects another 
special artwork by Jessie Breakwell. 

“Jessie is one of my favourite 
artists for kids’ rooms, and I just 
loved that artwork for this space,” 
she says. “It’s very happy and joyful. 
The kids love it – one of their first 
words was ‘zebra’ because we look 
at it every night.” Pompom-adorned 
baskets from Amigos De Hoy make 
for cute and functional storage 
options beside a ‘Lloyd’ chair in 
Natural Linen from Interiors Online.

TERRACE
Two Adirondack chairs (right)  
from Ocean Country Furniture, 
topped with striped cushions  
from Freedom, create an enchanting 
sunny sitting spot at the rear  
of the home, while a beautiful 
cast-ironed rim mirror (try  
Interiors Online for similar) 
visually expands the area. >

“I WANT TO KEEP THEM IN THE same room 
UNTIL THEY FEEL THEY ARE READY  
FOR their own ROOM” ~ VICTORIA

CARPET
‘Velluto’ plush pile  

wool carpet in  
Sincerity, $90/sqm,  

Cavalier Bremworth.
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PLANS

CONTACTS

Interior designer 
Victoria Waters Design, 
victoriawatersdesign.com.au.

Joinery
Gumtree Joinery, 
(02) 9807 7176, 
gumtreejoinery.com.au.

Who lives here?
Victoria Waters, an interior designer  

and director of Victoria Waters Design; 
her husband, Richard, a merino farmer and 
management consultant; their twins, Mac  

and Isla, nearly two; and Macy the spoodle.
How would you recommend people  
introduce colour in to their home?

Victoria: “Choose a colour you’re drawn to. When 
you collect things over time, you start to see your 
natural inclinations towards colour. If you have 

a really monochromatic scheme you need to  
add some colour to add your personality.”

What’s the key to a home that works?
“A collection of all the things you love because 
all the pieces will bring back happy memories. 

They’re a reflection of your personality  
and that’s what your home should be.”

INSIDE STORY
VICTORIA & RICHARD’S HOME

SOURCE BOOK

TERRACE
A teak three-seater outdoor setting left  
to weather (above) provides a rustic 
foil to the elegant monochromatic stripe 
backdrop in Dulux Monument and Vivid 
White. White-trimmed grey cushions are 
an elegant choice while a grey rug with 
smatterings of colour – the ‘Petel’ rug from 
Amigos De Hoy – zones the space. “I do 

love a bit of grey,” says Victoria. “Richard 
jokingly calls me Lady Grey.” The home 
remains an effortless blend of classic style 
with modern panache – a mix encapsulated  
in the front terrace (top). Macy’s neutral 
fluffiness provides a colourful contrast  
to the teal ‘Arabesque’ tiles – in Victoria’s 
favourite hue – from Jatana Interiors.
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